Frequently Asked Questions about the IEEE’s Principles of Scholarly Publishing
What are the IEEE’s Principles of Scholarly Publishing?
· The Principles of Scholarly Publishing were adopted by the IEEE Board of Directors in November 2007 to serve as guidelines and provide a framework for future discussions about open access and other policy considerations. 
Why were the Principles adopted?

· As the world’s leading professional association for the advancement of technology, IEEE’s mission is to foster technological innovation and excellence for the benefit of humanity. 
· A core value of the IEEE is to provide peer-reviewed and unbiased information that helps enhance the quality of life for all people.

· As a leader in the not-for-profit publishing field, IEEE wants to take a proactive position in defining principles that are fundamental to the IEEE’s mission and in applying them to the subject of alternative publishing models. The IEEE’s Principles of Scholarly Publishing emphasize the values that the IEEE wishes to uphold as it maps its future course in scholarly publishing.
What is the IEEE policy on authors’ posting of their articles?
· IEEE is an author-friendly publishing organization and is generous with its copyright policies; for example, IEEE authors for many years have been able to “self-archive” their articles on their personal or employers’ web sites (corporate or university repositories, etc.). This has earned IEEE a “green” SHERPA RoMEO rating. (SHERPA – Securing a Hybrid Environment for Research Preservation and Access – is an advocacy group that supports open access via author archiving in institutional repositories. Its web site (http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/index.html) is hosted at University of Nottingham, UK. Funding sources include Soros Institute’s Open Society Institute, SPARC Europe, Wellcome Trust. RoMEO – Rights Metadata for Open Archiving – is a SHERPA service site (http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/projects/sherparomeo.html) that lists the terms of publishers’ copyright agreements)
· The IEEE Intellectual Rights Office web site provides complete information on specific copyright policies of the IEEE. 
What is IEEE’s position on open access?

· The IEEE is in favor of experimenting with alternative business models, including forms of open access that are financially sustainable.

· The Principles of Scholarly Publishing were adopted to serve as guidelines and provide a framework for discussions about open access and other policy considerations, as well as for evaluation of proposed business models. The IEEE will continue to conduct research and engage in a dialogue in this area.
Why did IEEE decide to get into the open access discussion now? 

· IEEE has been discussing and evaluating different business models since 2004; it has been a key topic in the IEEE’s strategic policy discussions.

· In 2007, it became apparent that IEEE should take a leadership role among not-for-profit publishers, and therefore the IEEE discussed and drafted the Principles to provide guidance in policy deliberations.

· IEEE’s leaders have a fiduciary responsibility to ensure the health of the organization. IEEE, like other not-for-profit organizations, conducts many activities for the public good, and revenue from publishing activities is needed to support these altruistic activities. Not-for-profits cannot continue to exist without revenue sources.  Additionally, revenue from a subscription-based publishing model supports the IEEE’s ability to support the infrastructure for the peer review process for the IEEE’s authors – an extremely valuable service to the technology field. Open access does not mean an absence of peer review, but any open access publishing model should show an ability to sustain peer review and other attributes of quality scholarly publishing. 

· The IEEE intends to experiment with different open access business models that might produce sustainable open-access publications. The IEEE is actively encouraging IEEE Societies to propose these experiments. These experiments will take a period of time to determine if they will produce sustainable business models.

Are there examples of IEEE’s participation in open access? 
· The IEEE’s long-standing policies that permit authors to “self-archive,” i.e., to post their articles either on their personal web sites or their employers’ web sites, is consistent with open access practices. The IEEE is author-friendly and the IEEE has been recognized as such (see reference above to SHERPA RoMEO rating).  The IEEE Intellectual Property Rights Office recently conducted a study which sampled its published content from a five-year period (2001-05), and found that approximately 31 percent of the sampled papers from IEEE journals or conference proceedings have become freely available on the internet through authors’ postings on their own or their employers’ sites.
· An example of the IEEE’s examination of alternative publishing models is an agreement announced in February 2008 to join with the Sponsoring Consortium on Open Access Publishing in Particle Physics (SCOAP3) in seeking to develop a model for open access publishing in the high-energy physics field.

· The IEEE currently has an online publication offered free to users: the IEEE Computer Society’s Distributed Systems Online (http://dsonline.computer.org/portal/site/dsonline/index.jsp. Rather than charge users, this publication has derived revenue from advertising.

·  In 2001, the IEEE Standards Association announced a pilot program to allow the public to download for free PDFs of the IEEE Local and Metropolitan Area Network (802®) standards six months after publication. Though the delayed access period was later changed to 12 months, the program continues as an early example of an IEEE open access product. The business model provides for alternate funding to replace the revenue stream diverted in the shift to open access, principally through sponsorship by member companies in the IEEE 802® community. Sponsors are listed on the Get IEEE 802® web site (http://standards.ieee.org/getieee802/index.html).
Is the IEEE speaking with customers to obtain their views before making decisions on alternate publishing models?

· The IEEE is in constant contact with its customers, but by and large has not heard a loud call for open access publishing models across the range of its constituent groups.
· It should be recognized that IEEE has a diverse audience for its technical content, serving many different technology fields. Open access is more familiar in some areas than others. For example, in the biomedical field, public access to federally funded research is often advocated as a principle of patients’ rights. And in the high-energy physics field, collegial sharing of research results has a stronger tradition than in other technical fields. So the levels of support for open access models will vary across the range of disciplines served by the IEEE. As an organization, the IEEE is interested in serving the particular needs of its constituent groups.
Why are these Principles of interest to audiences outside of IEEE?

· Even though open access is not a household phrase, it’s an important subject in the technical publishing field.
· The IEEE invites other not-for-profit publishers to examine its Scholarly Publishing Principles and, if the Principles are applicable, to incorporate them in their publishing philosophy.
What is IEEE’s position on the mandatory NIH research publication policy that is to be required under the FY2008 Appropriations Act signed by President Bush? 

· The IEEE is not in favor of government-mandated public access, but if mandates are going to be applied, IEEE believes that government action should respect copyright and intellectual property rights of authors and the publishers.
· Since the NIH began asking authors to deposit their federal funded articles in the PubMed Central archive, the IEEE has upheld policy to enable authors to cooperate.
