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Introduction 

On February 7-8, 2006, an international group of representatives met in Tokyo, Japan, to review reports from several participants concerning academic, private sector and public sector education programs for international standardization.  The organizations that convened this meeting included:  CSK Corporation, the Japanese National Institute of Science & Technology Policy (NISTEP), and Sun Microsystems.  Representatives who attended the meeting included:

China:  Dennis Ding, Ph.D., Standard Strategy Manager, Sun Microsystems    (www.sun.com.cn). *

Japan:  

· Konaka Motohide (Director-General, NISTEP), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technolgy; 

· Mayumi Mita, Secretary General, Information Processing Society of Japan/Information Technology Standards Commission of Japan (www.itscj.ipsj.or.jp); 

· Shiro Kurihara, Ph.D., Professor of Economics, Graduate School of Commerce and Management, Hitotsubashi University;
 

· Toshiaki Kurokawa, CSK Fellow, CSK Corporation (www.csk.co.jp/index.html); *

· Tsuneo Matsumoto, Professor of Law, Graduate School of Law, Hitotsubashi University; 

· Kim Jung Hoon, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Research Institute for Digital Media and Content, KEIO University; 

· Yukiko Kamijo, Assistant Professor, Patent Attorney, Research Institute for Digital Media and Content, KEIO University; 

· Professor Dr. Shun Ishizaki, Faculty of Environmental Information, KEIO University; 

· Dr. Yushi Komachi, Director, Software Development Team, Research and Development Laboratory, Panasonic Corporation.* 

Singapore:  Robert Chew, Chairman, IT Standards Committee (www.itsc.org.sg) *   

South Korea:  Dan-Bee Kim, Research Analyst, Private Sector Standards Team, Industrial Standards Institute, Korean Standards Association. *   

The Netherlands: 

· Dr. Ir. H.J. de Vries, Erasmus University;* 

· Tineke M. Egyedi, Ph.D., Delft University of Technology.*

United States:  

· John Hill, Sun Microsystems;* 

· Donald E. Purcell, Chairman, The Center for Global Standards Analysis.*  

Representatives from other countries were invited, but unable to attend.  Professor Shiro Hurihara chaired the meeting, and did an exceptionally good job.  

During the course of the meeting, distinctions were made between the use of the terms “standards” and “standardization.”  The use of the term “standards” was considered to be a reference to a particular standard.  The use of the term “standardization” was considered to apply to the process of developing a standard.  

Presentation Highlights


Several representatives made reports at the meeting.
    Copies of all final reports will be sent to me within the next five working days.  If you would like a complete set of all presentations, please let me know.  If you are interested only in specific reports, specify the reports you are interested in and I will forward you a copy.


In her presentation, Ms. Dan-Bee Kim indicated there are four important factors that contributed to the success of the standardization education model in South Korea:  (1) the education program for engineering students has been able to create a multidisciplinary learning environment that significantly increases the awareness of standardization by combining engineering and technology issues with the process of technology standardization; (2) the education program has provided significant flexibility which allows individual universities to meet their specific needs; (3) the program has provided an important opportunity for the Korean Standards Association to work together with the government of South Korea to facilitate development of the program; and (4) the education program recognizes that standardization education is not possible within a short time frame; i.e., sufficient time and resources must be allocated in order to achieve success.  Ms. Kim indicated there will be a general meeting held in June 2006 to review South Korea’s standardization education program.  All parties interested in standardization education will be invited to attend and participate in the program.


In Ms. Danbee Kim’s presentation, she remarked the new international standardization course for engineers in South Korea is very helpful not only to interested engineering students but engineering faculty as well.  


In his presentation on the Asia-Link Program, Professor de Vries indicated there will be a meeting held in Beijing during August 2006.  The purpose of the meeting is for participants to review the program, and determine what issues, if any, remain before the program is  implemented.  Note the Asia-Link Program is funded and promoted by the European Union for the purpose of creating links and relationships between the EU and countries in Asia to facilitate adoption of European standards. (See http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/asia-link/index_en.htm).         

Standardization Education – a Basis for International Competition

The most important conclusion to draw from this meeting is that development of education programs concerning the process for development of international standards has become a basis for international competition.  In particular, the South Korea program and the EU  Asia-Link program are significant, and will provide a distinct international competitive advantage to faculty and students involved in these programs.


In order for the United States to remain competitive in the development of international standards, individual standard development organizations, universities, corporations and government at all levels in the United States must review their standardization education programs, if any, and determine whether their education programs are competitive.  The failure of the United States to respond to international standardization education initiatives such as the South Korea and EU Asia-Link programs will result in a loss of competitiveness concerning the development of international standards for United States products and services.         

The Value of Standardization Is A Major Focus


All participants continue to struggle with the “value” issue concerning development of international standards, and find it very difficult to explain and convince management in the academic, private and public sectors that making an investment in education programs for international standardization is a valuable investment.  A major obstacle to overcome for all participants is that senior management in all sectors does not either have experience with development of international standards or appreciates the significance of the international standardization system on individual corporations, entire industries or a nation’s economy.  The lack of awareness among top management in all sectors is likely to continue to be a major obstacle for many years to come.     

For example, Professor de Vries’s course on international standardization for business students, the only graduate course on international standardization for business students in the world, was recently combined with another business course at Eramus University.  In effect, the specific course for international standardization for business students at Eramus University was eliminated.  

Finally, according to Professor Shiro Kurihara, virtually all of China’s current leaders are engineers by training.  In short, the engineering background of China’s leadership may facilitate  China becoming a major force in education programs for international standardization in the foreseeable future.    


Formation of the International Committee for Education of Standardization


At the conclusion of the meeting, participants agreed that it would be valuable to continue meeting on an annual basis to exchange information, ideas and content for education programs on international standardization.  The next meeting will be held at the Delft University of Technology in The Netherlands in February 2007.  It is possible the 2008 meeting will be held at the National Institute of Standards and Technology in Washington, DC.  

Participants agreed on using the name “International Committee for Education of Standardization” (ICES) to identify the new forum for an exchange of information and ideas on education programs for international standardization.  In general, the Committee plans to continue the new information activity on a step-by-step basis.  For example, there are no plans to incorporate the new forum at the present time.  

Respectfully submitted,

Donald E. Purcell, Chairman

The Center for Global Standards Analysis

For inquiries, please contact Donald Purcell at donpurcell@strategicstandards.com
�   Professor Shiro Kurihara received his Ph.D. in Economics from Johns Hopkins University.  He chaired the meeting.   


�  Professor Egyedi is currently the President of the Euopean Academy for Standardization (“EURAS”, � HYPERLINK "http://www.euras.org" ��www.euras.org�).  IEC has requested Professor Egyedi to develop two introductory lectures on standardization for business students.  


�  Representatives making reports are indicated by “*” on the list of participants.  
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