
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
State of Tennessee 
 
Tennessee Code Ann. Section 67-6-322 states that out-of-state organizations that hold a 
federal tax exemption under 26 USC Section 501(c)(3) must submit a copy of their federal 
exemption letter in lieu of a certificate of exemption from the Tennessee Commissioner of 
Revenue.  Instate Section 501(c)(3) entities require a Certificate of Exemption issued by the 
commissioner. 
 
Since IEEE is an out-of state USC Section 501(c)(3) organization, provide the supplier with 
a copy of the attached IRS Tax Determination Letter to the IEEE.  According to Tennessee 
law as quoted in the first paragraph, this is sufficient to obtain exemption from paying sales 
taxes. 
 
Purchases must be paid for with an IEEE Purchase Card or a check from IEEE, or IEEE 
Conference, Section, or other IEEE organizational unit bank account. Tax exempt purchases 
cannot be paid for with cash, personal checks, or personal credit cards. 
 
If you have any questions, please send an email to:  tax-compliance@ieee.org  
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