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IEEE Board of Directors – November 2007
SUBJECT:
SPECIFICATION OF ENGLISH STYLE IN IEEE PUBLICATIONS 
FROM:
JOHN BAILLIEUL, VP, PUBLICATION SERVICES AND PRODUCTS
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The elements of this action involve (1) the types of IEEE publication where English is required, and (2) guidelines for English style that IEEE specifies. A PSPB working group was appointed to review the issues, arrive at practical resolutions, and present recommendations to PSPB. The PSPB has discussed and approved their results and, because this is a delegated responsibility, PSPB recommends that changes to Section 8.2.2 be approved by the IEEE Board of Directors in accordance with the process defined by IEEE Bylaw I-300.4(5).
BACKGROUND:
English Required in Publication Types. In June 2006, PSPB passed a recommendation to the IEEE Board of Directors to add a Section 8.1.1.H to the PSPB Operations Manual (1) to clarify that English is the preferred language for IEEE Publications and (2) to establish an English-abstract requirement for papers not published in English. The proposed addition of Section 8.1.1.H was withdrawn during the November-2006 Board Series and referred back to PSPB for further action. Consequently, a discussion during that week’s PSPB Meeting resulted in PSPB passing the following motion. “PSPB resolves that for any IEEE conference designated as an international conference the papers in the proceedings must be in English.” A motion was considered by PSPB that “PSPB resolves that all IEEE Journals, Transactions, or Letters must be in English.” It was suggested that a working group be established with input from interested OUs to collaborate on the motion. The subject was discussed further during the February-2007 PSPB Meeting.
Style of English in IEEE Publications. Identified by a complaint sent to the IEEE President, and forwarded to PSPB and EMCC, an additional problem was identified by not recommending the style or version of English in IEEE publications. The complaint resulted in extensive discussion within PSPB and EMCC. The EMCC recommended that PSPB establish English style and spelling guidelines, and inform editors and reviewers about guideline use, and especially to avoid inappropriate references to incorrect grammar or spelling. A working group was formed to address the issues, work on revisions to the PSPB Operations Manual in regard to English style, spelling, and usage guidelines. This group included representation from TAB and RAB and collaboration with the Transnational Committee. The working group results recommend that a new Section 8.1.1.H be added to the PSPB Operations Manual to define English requirements and style in IEEE publications. The PSPB has discussed and approved this addition. In recommending this action to the Board of Directors, the PSPB is cognizant of the growing non-English speaking constituents of IEEE.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Because the changes define typical practice in IEEE periodicals, the financial impact of the addition of Section 8.1.1.H should be minimal. The only additional expense possible would be translation costs to individuals or to OUs who currently do not follow the new Section.

PROS: The principal positive of adopting these English requirements is that IEEE will finally codify what has been practice, particularly with periodicals. The Section will also provide minimal language guidelines in regard to abstracts or entire papers. The impact will result in improved uniformity across IEEE publications products, and make IEEE Xplore more desirable to members and customers.

CONS: The exists potential hardship for authors at non-international conferences needing to provide an abstract in English

ACTION:
Resolved that the recommended changes to Section 8.1.1 of the Publication Policies in the PSPB Operations Manual, as presented below, shall be approved.
Underline = recommended text addition; Strikethrough = recommended text deletion

Note the change in the first sentence of Section 8.1.1 is editorial and is therefore not part of the action. 
RECOMMENDED REVISION OF THE

PSPB OPERATIONS MANUAL SECTION 8.1.1
8.1
Publication Policies 

8.1.1
General
All persons involved with any aspect of IEEE publications should be cognizant fully aware of the general policies that govern all IEEE publications and, particularly, to those that relate to their areas of responsibility.

A.
The IEEE is a transnational organization. Special care should therefore be taken in using the word “national” in connection with IEEE activities. For example references to a national Headquarters, a national President, or a national Society President, are all potentially inappropriate.

B.
Statements and opinions given in work published by the IEEE are the expression of the authors. Responsibility for the content of published papers rests upon the authors, not the IEEE.

C.
No letter or article received unsigned shall be published. It is acceptable for letters or articles to carry the notation “Name withheld on request.”

D.
No letter or article shall be published if it contains any pejorative ad-hominem remarks or any other material deemed inappropriate or offensive.

E.
Material of a nontechnical nature should conform with Section 8.1.3, Presentation of Nontechnical Material.

F.
Material involving the support or nonsupport of candidates for public office is not permitted.

G.
Unduly commercial material should also be avoided. For example “company profiles” and/or “industrial biographies” merit careful attention.

H.
The language used in all IEEE Journals, Transactions, and Letters, as well as the Proceedings of any IEEE conference designated as an international conference, shall be English. English style guidelines are specified in the IEEE Editorial Style Manual. The IEEE Editorial Style Manual contains references that should be consulted for guidance on spelling, grammar and usage.
IEEE also recommends that all other IEEE publications be produced in English, and that the IEEE Editorial Style Manual should be consulted for guidance on spelling, grammar, and usage. However, if Editors or Conference Organizers choose to accept submissions in languages other than English, abstracts for those submissions shall be provided in English using the recommended style guidelines specified by the IEEE Editorial Style Manual.
Revisions to Section 8.1.1 – General, as contained in this manual, require the review and approval of the IEEE Board of Directors, using the process in accordance with IEEE Bylaw I-300.4(5).
