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II AM DELiGHTED TO HAVE THE 
opportunity to mark this signi�cant 
anniversary of the IEEE Power & 
Energy Society (PES) and to invite 
you to join us as we celebrate 125 
years of electrical power and energy 
engineering around the world. We are 
celebrating the mission that has guid-
ed us, the people and traditions that 
have shaped us, and the engineering 
practices and ideals that have made 
us great and will continue to help us 
achieve our goals and objectives now 
and into the future.

Throughout the 125 years of our 
existence we have functioned as an 
unbiased professional organization. 
Our members have been steadfastly 
focused on the timely, relevant, and 
impartial study of the science and ap-
plication of engineering as it relates to 
all the facets of the global power and 
energy industry. 

Our Society and its members have 
dedicated themselves to sharing the 
latest technological developments in 
the power and energy industry, for de-
veloping standards that guide the de-
velopment and construction of equip-
ment and systems, and for educating 
members of the industry and the gen-
eral public.

Our traditions of excellence in en-
gineering science and information to 
the world run deep. For all of our his-
tory our members have been involved 
in the planning, research, develop-
ment, construction, installation, and 

operation of equipment and systems 
for the safe, reliable, and economic 
generation, transmission, distribu-
tion, measurement, and control of 
electric energy.

Flexibility
As we look to the future, 
it will become increas-
ingly imperative that 
PES and its worldwide 
membership remain 
�exible with the capac-
ity and capability to em-
brace new technologies 
and thought processes 
as they arise, to respond 
as new power and en-
ergy concerns emerge, 
and to seize new ways 
to increase our informa-
tion processes that will 
make it easier and faster 
to produce and present 
engineering science. 

Our global PES pow-
er and energy community will face 
many challenges and opportunities 
including climate change; an ongoing 
evaluation and consideration of re-
newable energy options; the necessity 
of improving environmental quality, 
distributed generation, power delivery 
and grid management; demand re-
sponse; ef�cient end-use technologies 
such as plug-in hybrids; and the de-
velopment of advanced nuclear plants 
and clean coal technologies, energy 
storage, and the infrastructure for a 
hydrogen economy. 

By drawing on a diverse mix of en-
gineering skill sets, rigorously preserv-
ing the knowledge and data collected, 
PES members have created a treasure 

trove of information that 
engineers worldwide can 
draw upon to improve 
their electric utility op-
erating environment and 
address the many chal-
lenges mentioned above. 

Our History
Today PES continues to 
carry on the work begun 
by those �rst intrepid 
pioneers of the power en-
gineering profession. It is 
not just our longevity that 
we celebrate but also the 
strength of our mission 
that has varied little from 
its creation in 1884.

The roots of IEEE, 
as well as PES, can be 
traced back to 1884 

when electricity was just beginning 
to become a major force in society. 
There was one major established 
electrical industry, the telegraph, 
which�beginning in the 1840s�
connected the world with a com-
munications system faster than 
the speed of transportation. The 
telephone, patented in the 1870s, 
was in its infancy. Electric power, 
originating in Thomas Edison�s in-
ventions and his pioneering Pearl 
Street Station in New York, was 
only barely underway. 
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a milestone worth noting
125 years of discovery and innovation
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As a member 
of IEEE and 
PES you can 
be a part of 
the worldwide 
celebration by 
stepping up 
and making 
the world 
aware of who 
we are and 
what we do. 
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