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A frica is one of the areas in 
focus globally and IEEE, as 
a global professional body 
is keen on promoting its 

influence over the continent. This 
great potential is evident in the 
representation across the 54 African 
countries. Currently, we have 
membership in 15 countries. 

There have been a number of 
events this year with three goals of 
focus: Support Engineering 
education and workforce 
development, Build a sustainable 
community of IEEE members and 
volunteers and Support Government 
policies to increase IEEE 
opportunities through serving as a 
resource for engineering capacity 
development. 

Looking at the first half of this year 
2017, we have had 2 key 
engagements across the continent: 

Transform Africa: 10th to 

12th May 2017 

Rwanda was host to this historic 
event that was hosted by His 
Excellency Paul Kagame, President 
of the Republic of Rwanda. There 
were number of international 
delegates with IEEE President, Karen 
Bartleson, among the key speakers 

at the event. 

Industry Engagement in 

Kenya: 15th to 18th May 

2017 

The outreach led by the IEEE 
President aimed at promoting 
continued commitment with 
industry. Companies that were part 
of the discussions are: Ministry of 
Energy and Petroleum, Safaricom 
Limited, African Center for Women in 

ICT (ACWICT), KenGen Company, 
Philips E.A, iHub, IBM Corporation, 
Institution of Engineers of Kenya and 
Deans of students for all Engineering 
schools in Kenya. This was 
facilitated by the Kenya Section 
volunteers with the stewardship of 
the section chair, Eng. Martin 
Nzomo. 

Sally Musonye 
IEEE WIE Kenya Section Chair 

(2016/2017)  

EVENTS IN REVIEW 

More information on IEEE engagement in Africa visit the website: https://www.ieee.org/about/ieee-in-africa.ht 

https://www.ieee.org/about/ieee-in-africa.ht
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T he year 2017 is full of 
activities in the IEEE YP 
Egypt AG plan. The main 
focus this year is to equip 

the Young Professionals in Egypt 
with the top industry trends; this 
made the YP Egypt Year plan a huge 
one to be executed in a year! 

The YP Egypt Plan includes 4 
important huge activities for 2017, 
which has NASA Space Apps 
Competition, Future City 
Competition, Made in Egypt 
Competition and the Egyptian 
Engineering Day. 

NASA Space Apps took place in 
April over 2 days organizes by 60 
IEEE Volunteers with more than 300 
Participants, 15 judges, 60 mentors 
from different industries. This year it 
was important to engage industry by 
having top leaders & technology 
enablers. Also it was the year of 
enabling YP Women in Engineering 
within teams, professionals and even 
volunteers. The Official contribution 
by IBM, UN Women and for sure 

NASA itself was crowning that 
version of Space Apps Cairo. 

The event was a great success, 
teams contributed in the Global 
Competition after they had a very 
strong round in Egypt, NASA Space 
Apps Cairo had a great visibility in 
the Egyptian TV and Media. 

The calendar for the IEEE YP Egypt 

is still full of huge activities taking 
place in Egypt and contributing with 
the other regional events. Made in 
Egypt Competition is taking huge 
steps with 60 graduation projects 
from Egyptian Universities 
undergoing a process of mentorship, 
coaching and training. Projects 
participating are solving industrial 
problems which again, is the main 

EGYPT YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AND A YEAR 

FULL OF ACTIVITIES 



  

 

focus for the IEEE YP Egypt.  

June 2017 is the month witnessing 
the launch of the new version of the 
Future City Competition in Egypt, 
which mainly targets school 
students enabling them with 
technologies and engineering. Later 
this year, the huge show for the YP 
Egypt will be announced which is 
the Egyptian Engineering Day in its 
16th Version.  

The year 2017 is full of activities in 
the IEEE YP Egypt AG plan. The main 
focus this year is to equip the Young 
Professionals in Egypt with the top 
industry trends; this made the YP 
Egypt Year plan a huge one to be 
executed in a year! 

The YP Egypt Plan includes 4 
important huge activities for 2017, 
which has NASA Space Apps 

Competition, Future City 
Competition, Made in Egypt 
Competition and the Egyptian 
Engineering Day. 

NASA Space Apps took place in 
April over 2 days organizes by 60 
IEEE Volunteers with more than 300 
Participants, 15 judges, 60 mentors 
from different industries. This year it 
was important to engage industry by 
having top leaders & technology 
enablers. Also it was the year of 
enabling YP Women in Engineering 
within teams, professionals and 
even volunteers. The Official 
contribution by IBM, UN Women and 
for sure NASA itself was crowning 
that version of Space Apps Cairo. 

The event was a great success, 
teams contributed in the Global 
Competition after they had a very 
strong round in Egypt, NASA Space 

Apps Cairo had a great visibility in 
the Egyptian TV and Media. 

The calendar for the IEEE YP Egypt 
is still full of huge activities taking 
place in Egypt and contributing with 
the other regional events. Made in 
Egypt Competition is taking huge 
steps with 60 graduation projects 
from Egyptian Universities 
undergoing a process of mentorship, 
coaching and training. Projects 
participating are solving industrial 
problems which again, is the main 
focus for the IEEE YP Egypt.  

June 2017 is the month witnessing 
the launch of the new version of the 
Future City Competition in Egypt, 
which mainly targets school 
students enabling them with 
technologies and engineering. Later 
this year, the huge show for the YP 
Egypt will be announced which is 
the Egyptian Engineering Day in its 
16th Version.  

For more information about the IEEE 
YP Egypt Visit the Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/IEEEEgyptYP/ 

 
 

Khaled Mokhtar 
IEEE R8 Strategy Planning  

IEEE Egypt YP Vice Chairman  
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GREAT EXAMPLES FROM AFRICA YP IN INDUSTRY: GERALD 

TOO FROM KENYA AND MAHMOUD ELKHIDIR FROM SUDAN 
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M y name is Mahmoud 
Elkhidir, I am a Network 
Engineer with a Master 
Degree in Networks, 

and over 5 years’ experience in the 
field. I’ve worked in many 
organizations, including DAL Group, 
NTC Sudan, and ACT Sudan.  

My journey with IEEE started with 
IEEE Sudan Subsection in October 
2012, when i met some volunteers 
who were organizing one of IEEE 
Sudan’s events, so I asked to join 
them, and since then I’ve had many 
positions in IEEE Sudan, starting 
with Technical Coordinator, 
Treasurer, HR Coordinator and now I 
am the General Coordinator of IEEE 
Sudan Subsection “2015 – Present”. 

Volunteering with IEEE Sudan gave 
me a lot of experience on organizing 
and managing all kind of events, 
from Workshops, Courses to 
International Conferences, and also 
the opportunity to meet such 
Incredibles people whom with their 
help I’ve grown to become what I 
wanted to be.   

The community of IEEE is all about 
giving back, helping and developing 
the world to become a better place 
through technology and research 
that’s why here in Sudan we believe 
that IEEE is our only way to have a 
brighter future.  

M y name is Gerald Too, 
an Electronics engineer 
and an IEEE Young 
Professional currently 

working and residing in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The narrative of ‘Africa 
Rising’, post 2005, referring to the 
rapid economic growth of African 
countries has meant that over the 
last decade there has been an 
increased focus on manufacturing, 
infrastructure and energy in Africa, 
the traditional catalysts for rapid 
growth.  

Having been involved in the 
energy and manufacturing sectors as 
an automation engineer since 2012, 
there has been a marked increase in 
the demand for technological 
systems and solutions that seek to 
improve efficiency and throughput 
from entities in East Africa, and I 

believe the same phenomena can be 
seen throughout Africa. Not only is 
this demand limited to the 
consumption of these systems, but 
more and more Africa is involved in 
the research and development of 
solutions that end up being 
replicated across the world, a classic 
reference being the ‘M-PESA’ Success 
story. There is certainly a demand for 
Young Professionals in Technology 
in Africa, and a useful engagement 
can only improve the African 
prospects with regards to 
Industrialization and Poverty 
eradication. 

My membership of the IEEE has 
been a useful platform for knowledge 
acquisition and networking as a 
Young Professional. My membership 
of the Power and Energy Society has 
allowed me to stay up to scratch 
with the latest developments in 
these fields thereby allowing me to 
be well placed to provide solutions 
to our African needs. This has made a 
valuable employee and improved my 
professional standing with my peers 
and clients. Given that the IEEE has 
multiple societies to cater to almost 
all fields in the technological sector, 
there is great benefit for any young 
professional in this field to plug in 
and improve their standing. 
Additionally it is a lot of fun. Who 
said nerds don’t know how to put on 
a party? The IEEE has allowed me to 
travel and make new friends from all 
over the world. From a sunset boat 
cruise on the River Danube, to 
sampling wines in a cellar in Porto, I 
have certainly gathered cherished 
travel experiences. 
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IEEE VIRTUAL EVENTS PROGRAM IN AFRICA 

Since 2016, IEEE Sections and 
Subsections in Africa have held 
interesting IEEE Virtual Events 
Program in Africa. 

The IEEE Virtual Events Program is 
targeted at the community of 
technologists and technology students 
in Africa who are interested in having 
access to IEEE content. Content is 
provided through a combination of in-
person sessions and on-demand 
access. The program is sponsored by 

the IEEE Ad Hoc Committee on Activities in Africa and produced by IEEE Meetings, Conferences & 
Events. 

ComSoc's Distinguished Lecturer Tour (DLT) 

IEEE Sections and Subsections in Africa have held 
interesting Distinguished Lecture Tours on special topics 
notably lecture series on “Internet of Things, and Solar 
Photovoltaic Cells” in Kenya and Uganda. 

Ezabo Baron  

Ezabo Baron Discussing Lecture Slides with the Participants at the Virtual Event Conference 

in Uganda 



  

 

T he exchange of knowledge, 
ideas, cultures and 
enrichment of personal and 
professional skills are the 

most important bases for any young 
professional or student. 

In this context, MESYP 2017 is an 
international Congress which aims 
to bring together engineering 
students and young graduates to 
ensure technical enrichment as well 
as a cultural exchange. 

Our goal is to organize a Congress 
that will give participants the 
opportunity to make their way to the 
professional world, enrich their 
technical skills while making the 
discovery of the fascinating country 
of ours. Thus, participants will be 
able to attend sessions of technical 
workshops and Soft Skills, as well as 
guided tours as part of a space for 
professional and cultural exchange. 

IEEE INSAT SB and the Organizing 

Committee are honored to organize 
MESYP 2017 in Tunisia. 

The main challenge of the 
Organizing Committee is to ensure a 
memorable experience for each 
participant, and to exercise 
professionalism, organization, and 
passion while providing the 
appropriate framework for a 
proliferation of informative and 
entertaining interactivity. 

We aim to accommodate is to 
bring together more than 200 
participants members IEEE from 
different Student Branches in Tunisia 
as well as the entire region MENA: 
Middle East and North Africa. 

All our efforts will be established 
to ensure to all a rewarding 
experience. 

The congress is organized by the 
selected members of the IEEE INSAT 
Student Branch which has now over 
300 members and includes 5 

technical societies: “Technical 
Chapters” and an Affinity group. 

MESYP Congress will be held from 
the 1st to the 4th of August in 
RAMADA PLAZA, GAMMARTH, a hotel 
with beautiful views and amenities 
designed for the comfort and 
relaxation of the participants and 
located near Tunis-Carthage 
International Airport. 

 

Skander Mansouri 
IEEE MESYP 2017 Chair 
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W e live in a world ruled 
by interconnectivity 
where everything 
must evolve together.  

Scientists and engineers, once 
confined to their labs, are now 
bringing new dimensions to their 
work, taking into account, political, 
economic, social and ethical 
considerations. One of the occasions 
during which such a synergic 
interaction and collaboration with 
policy makers and civil society 
organizations takes places is the 
World Summit on the Information 
Society Forum. The WSIS forum 
pledges the implementation of the 
information and communications 
technologies (ICTs) to achieve the 
sustainable development goals 
(SDGs).  

The forum took place in Geneva, 
Switzerland from June 12th to June 
16th. I participated as part of the IEEE 
Tunisia SIGHT Team WSIS Forum 
Fellows. This year’s WSIS Forum 
witnessed the very first edition of the 
WSIS Hackathon co organized by 
IEEE and ITU. The forum was great 
and the Hackathon was the icing on 
the cake, bringing people from 
different nationalities and ages 
forming five teams and working 
during a very short amount of time to 
come up with solutions to health 
related themes.  

The hackathon addressed four 
challenges: Clean water Access, 
Urban Environmental Quality, 
Managing Non-Communicable 
Diseases for Healthy Living and 
Promoting Health Behaviors.  

My team and I decided to work on 

the Urban Environmental Quality 
challenge. We devised a system 
called Purify IT, that monitors and 
limits air pollution. Through a 
network of sensors, the system 
collects data and sends feedback to 
the government and citizens with 
regular updates on the CO2 emission 
rate. The solution allows the citizens 
to be part of the change-making 
process by installing sensors in their 
homes and in return draw lots of 
benefits such as getting reductions 
on public transportation fees. While 
working on the hackathon, I realized 
that Purify IT might actually see the 
light one day as a SIGHT project. 
After a sleepless night we pitched the 
project to the jury and received the 
3rd prize on the first edition of the 
WSIS Hackathon.  

On Tuesday, June 13th, IEEE SIGHT 
Tunisia was recognized and awarded 
as a WSIS Champion for category C4: 
capacity building for our project 
TAWASOL and we received a 
certificate from the ITU’s Secretary-
General, Mr. Houlin Zhao. It was 
quite an honor for us to be awarded 
as WSIS Champions, although 
TAWASOL is still making its very first 
steps and is entirely led by students, 
unlike most other WSIS champions 
and winners’ projects that are 
government initiatives.  

The WSIS Forum allowed us to 
shed the light on TAWASOL, and talk 
more about our work to a lot of 
people, from students our age to 
ministers and government officials. 
The enthusiasm that people showed 
towards our work only inspires us 
and motivates us to keep up the hard 
work. Throughout the forum, we 

have met people whose work goes in 
parallel to ours, we exchanged 
knowledge and discussed our 
strengths and weaknesses and how 
we can further advance our work. 
Such events make up the perfect 
atmosphere for exchanging 
information in a mutual process of 
learning.  

On Thursday, June 15th, IEEE 
SIGHT Tunisia was present on an 
IEEE panel on Ethical Dimensions of 
ICTs, where Ichrak Mars, 
participated as a panelist and talked 
about TAWASOL as far as privacy and 
security aspects are concerned. We 
also participated on a World Café 
which was an opportunity to 
network and discuss our project 
with other WSIS Champions and 
Winners.  

 

Meher Bnouni 
IEEE SIGHT Tunisia Secretary-

General  
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