Open Access License Options for IEEE Authors
A growing number of IEEE authors are choosing to publish their work Open Access,
which allows readers everywhere to access the article without permission or a
subscription. IEEE offers two Open Access options for our authors—the Open Access
Publishing Agreement (OAPA, the default license) and the Creative Commons
Attribution license (CC BY). Many authors are not well versed on the differences but
want to know which license is best for them. This document reviews the similarities
and highlights the key differences.

OAPA
OAPA is specific to IEEE and is the recommended option for most authors. As with
any OA license, articles published under OAPA will be freely accessible to all
readers. However, with OAPA, copyright is transferred to IEEE.
Authors publishing under OAPA are allowed to post the final, published versions of
their articles to their personal websites, institutional repositories, or any repository
required by their funding agencies. Authors who submit their articles under the
traditional IEEE Copyright Form (i.e., articles that are not intended to be published
Open Access) may post only the accepted version.
OAPA allows users to copy the article, translate it, or use it for text or data mining
as long as the purpose is non-commercial.

CC BY
Creative Commons licenses such as CC BY are used by many academic publishers.
The CC BY license grants the most liberal reuse rights of all commonly used OA
licenses. It allows users to distribute, reuse, modify, and build upon a work as long
as proper attribution to the original article is provided. Works published with a CC
BY license may be used for commercial purposes.
Some funding agencies, most notably the RCUK and Wellcome Trust in the UK,
require grant recipients to publish with a CC BY license.
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Key differences
There are two key differences between the OAPA and CC BY licenses. The first is
the transfer of copyright. Under OAPA, copyright is transferred to IEEE, while under
the CC BY license, copyright remains with the author. Transferring the copyright to
IEEE enables IEEE to protect a work from copyright infringement and plagiarism.
This is a benefit to authors, as many do not have the time or resources to monitor
the appropriate reuse of their work.
The second difference concerns distribution rights. The CC BY license grants more
liberal reuse rights. Articles published under a CC BY license may be reposted or
reused freely without the author’s permission, even for commercial purposes, as
long as proper attribution is given. OAPA limits rights for reposting and reuse, and
commercial reuse is not permitted.
Article processing charges (APCs) and other fees are the same for both options.

Choosing a license type
After an article has been accepted, the corresponding author will be prompted to
transfer the copyright. If an author selects OA, he or she may choose between the
OAPA and CC BY licenses. Authors must also indicate if they are government
employees in the US, UK, or EU. In some instances, custom licenses are needed for
government employees.
OAPA is set as the default, and is recommended for most authors. Some authors,
most notably those funded by the RCUK or Wellcome Trust, may need to select CC
BY. Authors should check their funding agency requirements to see if a particular
license type must be used.

Changing the license type
Authors who accidentally select the wrong license type or who need to change their
license type because of funding requirements should contact the IEEE Intellectual
Property Rights Office at copyrights@ieee.org.
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